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To the Fellows and Council of the Core Academy, 
It is with deep gratitude and sincere humility that I accept election to the Core Academy. To 
be welcomed into a fellowship dedicated to scientific advancement and global intellectual 
collaboration is both a personal honour and a profound affirmation of the values that have 
shaped my life’s work. 
 
My academic journey began not with a clear destination, but with a relentless curiosity. That 
curiosity eventually led me to develop practical applications of coding theory that have found 
their way into billions of devices across the globe. From Compact Discs to Blu-ray, the codes 
we developed were never merely technological solutions; they were answers to the 
fundamental question of how we make knowledge resilient. 
 
The Core Academy’s mission, to foster interdisciplinary excellence, to support early-career 
scholars, and to champion integrity in research, is one I wholeheartedly support. In an era 
where information flows more freely yet more precariously than ever before, our 
responsibilities as scientists have grown correspondingly weighty. We must not only discover 
but also defend. We must nurture talent and ensure that the spirit of inquiry remains vibrant. 
 
To students and young scholars entering the field: embrace both the rigor of science and the 
joy of discovery. Do not be deterred by complexity. The problems worth solving often reveal 
their beauty only after long patience. 
 
I look forward to contributing to the Academy’s initiatives, supporting collaborative efforts 
across disciplines, and helping in mentoring the next generation of thinkers and builders. May 
we all remain restless in our pursuit of knowledge, and generous in its sharing. 
 
With gratitude and resolve, 
Kees A. Schouhamer Immink 
 
 


